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Scobura cephala (Hewitson, 1876), a newly recorded skipper from the Malay 
Peninsula (Lepidoptera, Hesperiidae) 
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Abstract Scobura cephala is newly recorded from the Malay Peninsula. The key for the separation 
of the species of Scobura in Malaysia is revised. 
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Eliot (1992) lists 3 species of Scobura from West Malaysia: phiditia, isota, and woolletti. A 
fourth species cephala (Figs 1-2) is found and reported here. 


Materials examined. 5/39 Near 19 miles, Cameron Highlands, 1 Sept.—19 Oct., 1987; 
131? Perak, Tapa Hills, Apr.-Dec., 2007. 


Scobura phiditia was also collected at the same locality about a month earlier, 1+, 11 Aug., 
1987. S. cephala has been recorded from Sikkim, Assam and Ataran (Evans, 1949). It sup- 
posed to be present in Thailand as well, but two major publications of Thailand butterflies 
illustrate misidentified specimens. Pinratana (1985) illustrates only the dorsal side, but the 
figure (pl. 23, no. 138) seems to be isota. Plate 363, H164 of Ek-Amnuay (2006) definitely 
shows characteristics of isota as indicated in the key below. 


The key for the separation of the species of Scobura (Eliot, 1992) is revised. 


1 (6) Hindwing with hyaline spots. 

2 (3) Upperside hindwing with a single large central hyaline spot in spaces 4 and 5. 
E tee Res te Seas tein tak Neal desert Rd de a eae Sle hema nee ala acted tev mpl ta aha! S. phiditia 

3 Upperside hindwing with a hyaline spot in space 2, as well as a conjoined spot in 
spaces 4 and 5. 

4 (5) Underside hindwing uniformly grayish brown. Upperside forewing subapical spots 
tedüced-n ie dnai kdir a i ai reid a i iaaii S. isota 





Fig. 1. Adult male of Scobura cephala from the Malay Peninsula (left: dorsal side; right: ventral side). 
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Fig. 2. Male genitalia of Scobula cephala. 


5 Underside hindwing basal 2/3 yellow, outer 1/3 dark reddish brown. Upperside 


forewing subapical spots prominent 00.0.0... eee eeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeaceeseeeeeseeeesseeenaeees S. cephala 
6 Hindwing without hyaline spots. Underside hindwing ochreous shading to ferruginous, 

marked with dark-rimmed Silvery spots .0.0...........cccccceessssscceceeeeeceeeeessseetsesnssess S. woolletti 
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VL FR Seca SNR) F a Scobura cephala (FRERE * BL) 


YL EBA 5 ld fC 3 fE, Scobura phiditia, S. isota, S. woolletti SEES & WCW 7228, E 4 OFE S. cepa- 
hala BLO D3 72D CHES A. SNIPE, VLE BOMS (Eliot, 1992) DP ORMRBHSAIE LK. 
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